
ITS LOWEST MARK VERY GRATIFYING.MINOR NEWS ITEMS.FOUR MVES LOST.THE TRUE NORTHERNER.
NATIONAL BANKS.

T Growth and i'roaperlty llown by
Itecent lleporta.

Washington, Aug. 6. The abstract of
rex)rts of condition of national banks
ou May 14 is accompanied by a diagram
prepared jointly by the comptroller of
the currency and the chief of the bu-

reau of statistics. The diagram dis-

plays graphically the growth and
changes in the principal items of re-

sources of national banks from 18C4 to
1890 inclusive. In October, 1864, the cap-
ital of the 503 banks amounted to $36,-800,00- 0;

a year later the number of
banks had increased to 1,513 and the
capital to $393,200,000. The capital
gradually increased to $504,800,000 on
October 1, 1875. the highest point
reached until 1883, when It amounted
to $509,700,000. The increase thereafter
was gradual until 1892, when the high-
est point was reached, namely, $686,-600,00- 0.

In the fall of 1896 the amount
had declined to $648,500,000.

Loans and discounts reached their
maximum between 1864 and 1880; in
1875 the amount was $984,700,000. In
1880 that amount was exceeded by $56,-300,00- 0;

with one exception from that
date to 1892 there was a rapid increase,
and the highest point ever reached was
In October, 1892, namely, $2,171,000,000.
In 1893 there was a drop to $1,843,600,-00- 0,

but a recovery in 1895 to $2,059,400,-00- 0.

In the fall of 1896 there was a de-

cline to $1,893,300,000.
The deposits have fluctuated to about

tho same extent as loans and dis-

counts; the maximum being reached in
1S92 when they amounted to $1,770,300,-00- 0.

In the following year deposits de-

clined to $1,465,400,000 and reacted the
following year to $1,742,100,000. The cir-

culation outstanding in 1866 reached
$290,000,000 and the highest point was
reached in 1873, the amount being $341,-000,00- 0.

The minimum amount out-
standing is shown to have been $122,-000,0-

in October, 1890. At the close of
the report of the year 1896 the amount
had risen to $209,900,000.

The average per capita of banking
funds of all national banks in the
United States in 1896 is shown to

varying from a minimum of $2.72
in Arkansas to a maximum of $120.59 in
Massachusetts. The diagram shows the
average in each state. The diagram also
shows by states and geographical di-

visions the capital, deposits and loans of
all national banks and in addition an
illustration of the changes in the vari-
ous classes of paper money in circula-
tion from 1S64 to 1S96. The chart is
being sent to all national banks and
leading newspaper.

FOUR PERISH IN A FIRE.

Disaster at tho Burning of an Ele-
vator In Chicago.

Am Explosion Occur, and Three Fire-
men and n Spectator Are Killed

Fifty I'enona Injured
--Lou, f330,00.

Chicago, Aug. 6. Three dead firemen,
one unidentified man killed by being
blown into the river aud 51 other fire-
men injured is the terrible record of
disaster which attended the destruc-
tion of the Northwestern elevator
at Indiana street and the river Thurs-
day night. The Are was the worst that
the department has handled since the
fatal blaze at the cold storage building
in the world's fair grounds. In the 51
firemen who were hurt are included
Chief Swenie, Assistant Chiefs Musham
and Campion and Battalion Chief An-
derson. These leaders were more or
less severely hurt and burned, while
some of their men will die.

Death came to the b rave fire fighters
in an explosion of hot air. Thousands
of spectators had gathered close about
the structure and the flying pieces of
brick and heavy sections of corrugated
iron crushed down dozens of men and
boys, whose names the police were not
able to learn.

The loss on the elevator and its con-
tents was $350,000, insured for $300,000.
The damage to surrounding property
will be about $17,500. with insurance of
nbout $10,000. The elevator was
wrecked by the explosion and as much
of the 135,000 bushels of grnin that ;t
contained which did not fall into the
river was consumed by the flames.

Following is a list of the dead:
The Dead.

John J. Coogan, plpeman engine 3, hurled
to ground by force of Impact and Instantly
killed.

Jacob J. Schnur, driver engine 3, crushed
beneath falling wall; taken out dead.

Jacob 8tramer, plpeman engine 3, burl'd
under debris and taken out while still alive;
died as he was placed on a stretcher.

Unidentified man, watching fire from river
front; blown Into stream and carried to tha
bottom by the debris; body not recovered.

Thomas Monohan, a driver for Chief
6wenie, is missing, and it is feared he
may have met death at the fire. He
drove the chief to the fire and has not
been seen since.

The ISiploilon,
The origin of the blaze is believed to

have been in the vicinity of the boiler
house. Accumulated dust ns dry and
inflammable as gun powder that had been
piling up foryeariound a ready means
for the fire. It spread with great
rapidity, and then came the terrific ex-
plosion, completing the work by scat-
tering fire throughout the entire struc-
ture. Just as the firemen were getting
into position for advantageous work,
and nearly all the members of engine
company 3 were mounting ladders and
bringing leads of hose to play on the
Interior from the upper windows, there
came a roar that could be beard for
half a mile. The force of the explosion
was so great that the enstern wall was
hurled into the river, while the west
wall tumbled down upon the heads of
the unfortunate men below, and the
roof was torn into mighty fragments
and distributed for blocks , around.
Every window in the vicinity of th
elevator was shattered by the concus-
sion, dozens of persons were struck by
flying debris, and several small fires re-

sulted from falling timbers that were
fctill in flames. At Jefferson street and
Carroll avenue, many blocks distant,
great burning masses of wreckage fell
upon four wagons loaded with hay and
cet them in flames.

The elevator was a composite con-
struction, the lower portion being of
brick and the upper part frame covered
with corrugated iron. The explosion
caused a perfect bombardment of
bricks and sheet iron nt almost white
heat, leaving little of the building save
the frame work of wood and iron sur-
rounding a great pile of blazing wheat
The explosion stunned for n moment
the police and firemen, but they quick-
ly rallied to the help of those who had
been hurt. Dozens of men lay injured
in the withering heat, some not serious-
ly harmed and others in the throes of
death. It was dangerous work to get
them out, but it was gallantly nnd
quickly done, nnd all the slightly in-

jured were removed. The dead were
for the time left where they lay. No
man could reach their bodies and live.
The fire was most difficult to control,
as the elevator was surrounded by n
number of small frame buildings which
were continually catching fire. .

Many Cuttle Dylntr.
Sioux City, la., Aug. 5. The state

veterinarian and milk inspector hnve
been summoned to Sioux City to deal
with a violent outbreak of anthrax here.
Cattle are dying by hundreds. Warn-
ing has been given by the local authori-
ties that persons who npproach ani-
mals siilTering from the disease expose
themselves to great danger.

The Crocker Katnte.
San Francisco, Aug. C. The will of

the late Col. Charles F. Crocker was
admitted to probate Thursday. The
estimated value of his estate is $3,000,- -
000, but it will probably be three times
that amount. Henry T. Scott and
Charles K. Green were appointed ex-

ecutors and V. Kaston as guardian of
the minor children.

Mo More Itooni for Iteeruita.
Washington, Aug. 4. The army of

the United States is now filled to the
enlisted strength allowed by law, and
further enlistments will be made only
with the view of replacing deserters
and men whose enlistments expire.
1.ntlle of Multan'a llnrctii Arreated.

Berlin, Aug. C. According to n dis-
patch from Constantinople to the Neue
Frie Prcsse, 14 ladies of the imperial
harem have been arrester) on charges
of complicity with intrigues of the
j'oung Turkey party.

flurried to Dentil.
Liberty ville. 111., Aug. 7. Bessie, the

eight-year-ol- d daughter of Mr. nnd Mrs.
Bobert Proctor, was burned to death
by gasoline. The parents were away
from home.

For the Week Endtng Ansnit T.
Gov. Leedy, of Kansas, closed every

saloon in Topeka.
A cloudburst in Douglas county. Col.,

destroyed over 100 bridges.
The eighteenth national meet of the

League of American Wheelmen opened
in Philadelphia.

The total loss of life by floods in Aus-
tria is placed at 275 and the destruction
of crops was great.

The banking house of James G.
King's Sons, founded in New York in
1815, is going out of business.

The mammoth hardware establish-
ment of C. C. Snyder was burned at
Canton, O., the loss beirtg $100,000.

Eitorts are being made In Germany
to prevent the importation and sale of
American bicycles in that country.

The production of spelter for the first
six months of 1807 was 44,713 short tons,
of which Illinois furnished 16.669 tons.

A Kansas preacher dismissed his con-
gregation last Sunday and led them to a
wheat field to save a crop from an ap-
proaching storm.

A new world's half-mil- e unpaced tan-
dem record was made at Scranton, Pa.,
by Italph Gregory and Ben Kclley, their
time being 0:55Va

Fire destroyed Stanton's hotel, two
banks, two drug stores and ten other
buildings at Lewisburg, W. Va., the
total loss being $100,000.

Nelson Dingley, father of Congress-roa- n

Nelson Dingley, Jr., died at his
home in Lewiston, Me., on Tuesday. He
was 88 years of age. Death was due to a
stroke of paralysis.

Mr. Terence V. Powderly, of Pennsyl-
vania, formerly master workman of the
Knights of Labor, Tuesday took the pre-
scribed oath and received his commis-
sion as commissioner general of immi-
gration.

Assistant Secretary Howell has ren-
dered a decision in which he holds that
calfskins should be classed as "hides
of cattle," and therefore are dutiable
under the new tariff bill at 15 per cent,
ad valorem.

Lieut. Michael Moore, one of the last
survivors of the soldiers of the war
of 1812. is dead In Brooklyn, aged 97
years. He enlisted as a drummer boy
in 1812, and was with his regiment at
the capture of Fort George in 1813.

Willie Hill, "the boy horse thief," is
in jail at Oregon, 111., for the theft of
his employer's horse, which he sold to
gypsies. Young Hill has a record with-
out a parallel, being but 12 years of
age, and this is the thirteenth horse
he has stolen.

AS A LAST RESORT.
United Stntea May Declare Protect-

orate Over laland of Hawaii.
Washington, Aug. 4. It is declared

positively nt the state department
that there has been no change in the
instructions given either to Minister
Sewall or to Admiral Beardslee touch-
ing their attitude toward the Hawaiian
question. The admiral's instructions
were to protect American interests at
all points and to establish a protector-
ate only in the event of serious disturb-
ance or the commission of some overt
act.

EQUALS GENTRY'S TIME.

Joe I'ntchen I'acea n Mile In UtOl
at Colninbua, U.

Columbus, O., Aug. 7. The free-for-a- ll

pace on Friday was a surprise. There
were four starters Joe Patchen, Star
Pointer, Lottie Lorrain and Budge.
Patchen not only won the race on its
merits, but paced the fastest mile ever
made in the grand circuit, equaling the
world's record of 2:01, made by John
It. Gentry at Glens Falls.

I.lKlit Vote Polled.
Nashville, Tenn., Aug. 6. A general

election was held in this state Thurs-
day to decide whether or not a con-

stitutional convention shall be held.
Beturns from all parts of the state show
that the calling of a convention has been
overwhelmingly defeated. A light vote
was polled, but little interest is being
shown, and in some voting districts
polls were not opened. In this city,
with a voting population of 15,000, the
total vote cast was less than 1,000, and
in many towns the same indifference
was shown.

Suicide Stop n Weddlntf.
Eagle Bend, Minn., Aug. 7. Jesse

Babcock, of this village, was to have
been wedded Friday to Miss Luella
Gardner, the daughter of Sherman
Gardner. Babcock did not appear at
the church, and, search being made for
him, his body was found in his room. A

bottle half filled with strychnine was on
n dresser, and it was evident he bad
tnken a fatal dose of the poison some
three hours before. He was 23 years
old.

Teala'a I.nteat Dtaeovery.
New York, Aug. 4. Nicola Tesla an-

nounces the completion of his Intestdis-covcr- y

the simultaneous transmission
of messages by means of the earth's
electrical currents to as many scattered
points on the earth's surface of the
globe as may be desired. .

Firemen Horned.
Philadelphia, Aug. 5. Fire in the

chemical works of I). Jayne & Sons nt
Frankford caused a loss of $100,000 nnd
seven firemen and two workmen were
seriously burned.

I"llnir Record llroken.
South Bend, Iud., Aug. 2. Pedro, a

carrier pigeon owned by Peter Tollons,
of this city, flew 1,000 miles in 33 hours,
breaking all flying records.

IlrendatafTa' Imported.
Washington, Aug. 4. The imports

of brendstufTs into the United States
during the last fiscal year amounted in
value to $2,774,763.

Fulfil Itnnnway.
Joliet, III., Aug. 5. William Cooper,

a wealthy farmer of Mokena, 111., was
instantly killed at Orland In a runa-
way.

9tatue of Colfax.
South Bend, Iud., Aug. 4. A statue

of the late Vice President Schuyler Col-la- x

is to be erected in this city.

Further 81rna of Improvement In
Business Conditions.

Leaa Failures Than for Any Month
In Four Year Taat Dun and

llradatreet Tell of the Dawn
of HetterfDaya.

New York. Aug. 7. R. G. Dun & Co.,
in their weekly review of trade, say:

"Four years ago, August 5, 1603, the flrst
number of Dun's Review was Issued, with
failures In that month amounting to over
$00,000,000, while In the month Just closed
failures have been only $7,117,727, the
smallest In any month since 1S92. The
statement of failures by classes of busi-
ness for July and for 40 months shows that
In manufacturing failures have been
smaller than In any other months of the en-

tire period. In trading smaller than In any
other month except one, and In many
branches of each department smaller than
In most months of which records exist.

"The pessimists who pronounced reports
of gain fictitious and misrepresenting have
grown weary of their dismals and begin to
see the dawn of better days. Last month
was the first In four years of which tho
volume of business reported by clearing
houses was larger than In the same month
of 1802, and the telegraphic dispatches from
all parts of the country given this week-sho-

a gratifying Improvement. This is
partly due to a large yield of wheat and
good prices, though the crop Is probably
not as large nor are prices thus far as
high as In 1892. but of cotton the price Is
higher and the yield probably larger than
In that year. Other farm products are
realizing good prices, and the possible de-
crease In the yield of corn may help to
market the enormous surplus brought over
from last year. Liquidation of a powerful
combination In wheat brought a reaction of
3 cents on Thursday, but a gain of cents
occurred the day following.

The Indnatrlal World.
"It Is the wrong season to expect much

from Industries, and yet there has been
material increase In the number of hsnd
employed In the Iron manufacture because
of the satisfactory adjustment of wagei
dispute with the Amalgamated associa-
tion and the opening of numerous estab-
lishments which have been waiting, while
the coal miners' strike seems each day
more likely to end In a permanent settle-
ment beneficial to both parties. Mean-
while the demand for most finished prod-
ucts Is steadily Increasing, the feature
this week being large pipe contracts for
Russian oil fields. Sumatra and Germany.
While consumption does not equal the ca-
pacity of the works In operation, and price
of Iron and steel products average slightly
lower, the situation Is altogether more
hopeful.

"The sales of wool, as comparative re-
turns by months show, bear little relation
to the actual consumption In manufacture,
but heavy liquidation since the tariff bill
was enacted give the Impression that some
dealers are no longer confident of a speedy
advance. Nevertheless prices have risen
during the past few weeks nearly 1 cent
per pound. Manufacturers are buying but
little, though they are rapidly Increasing
the output and are able to obtain an ad-
vance of about 10 per cent, in prices oJ
goods, with rapidly Increasing orders. The
temporary curtailment of output by cotton
mills continues, but does not yet bring im-
proved prices for products, although the
demand Is generally gaining.

"Failures for the week have been 237 in
the United States, against 240 last year,
and 29 In Canada, against 32 last year."
From Ilradatreet'a Point of Vlevr.

Uradstreet's says:
"General trade shows the most pro-

nounced gains this week at Chicago, St.
Louis and Galveston. The feeling of con-
fidence that general business is to Im-
prove In the early autumn is marked at
these cities, and purchases of dry goods,
clothing, shoes and other staples have In-

creased heavily and are followed by a dis-
position toward prices up. Purchases were
restricted at Kansas City, Omaha and
some other northwestern points early In
the week, owing to extreme heat and fears
of damage to the Indian corn crop, but
rains and cooler weather have stimulated
demand again. On the Pacific coast busi-
ness is brisk, the feature in California be-

ing heavy wheat shipments to San Fran-
cisco, at Portland large exports of lumber
and at Seattle and Tacoma active demand
for supplies for Alaska and Northwest Ter-
ritory and for wheat, fruit and hops. The
movement of general merchandise
throughout the country is unquestionably
larger than last week. Cotton goods and
woolen Industries are better off, and the
stagnation In Iron and steel has given way
to a growing Inquiry and increasing out-
put. Put more significant still Is the ex-
traordinary expansion in bank clearings
this week and last month.

"The upward tendency of prices during
the past three weeks is again a feature,
wool being firmer and higher for some va-
rieties. Cotton yarns aro stronger also, as
are some grades of cotton at the west.
Shoes are no higher, but leather and hides
cost more than a week ago, as do wheat
(notwithstanding the reaction In Septem-
ber options), flour, pork, lard. Pacific coast
hops, sugar, soft coal and tea. There la
a nt advance In Bessemer pig iron at
Pittsburgh, where makers decline orders
for future delivery at current quotations,
and for Iron bars and iron and steel sheets
at western centers. In fact, our prediction
In iron and steel has appeared.

"Quotations for cotton and print cloths
remain practically unchanged, while those
for Indian corn and oats are lower on Im-
proved crop prospects. Other products quo-
tations for which have declined are coffee,
petroleum, turpentine and resin."

Will Name a State Ticket.
Columbus, O., Aug. 0. At the meet-

ing of the state central committee of
the national democrats it was decided to
call a state convention in this city Sep-
tember 8 and 9 to nominate n state
ticket. The temporary organization for
the convention and other details will
be looked after by the state executive
committee. There will be one delegate
for each 1,000 votes and fraction over
500 cast for Cleveland in 1802 and the
convention is expected to be a largo
one.

Confeaaea to Terrible Crime.
Iron Mountain, Mich., Aug. C. Peter

Hons, the tramp charged with the mur-
der of Pearl Morrison at Crystal Falls,
has made n complete confession, ac-

knowledging that he assaulted the girl
and then strangled her to death. The
confession was secured by a detective
who visited Pons, clad inn priest's garb,
nnd was heard by others. The excite-
ment over the confession may result lu
Dons' lynching.

Will tea In Department tin Oat.
Atlanta, Ca., Aug. 6. Henry A. Iluck-e- r,

the negro recently nppointed collec-
tor of Internal revenue for the district
of Georgia, took the oath and assumed
charge of the oflicc Thursday after-
noon, Collector Paul Trammel retiring.
Six white men in the collector's depart-
ment announced that they would go out
of ollice with Mr. Trammel, declining to
serve under a negro collector.

Killed Uy nn Inanne Dnujtliter.
St. Louis, Aug. 4. Mrs. Peter lluupt-ma- n,

CO years old nnd feeble, wife of a
wholesale cigar merchant, was niur-dur- c

Tuesday afternoon by her In-

sane daughter. Louise, who cut her
parent's throat with a butcher knife.

Bilver Drops to 25 3-- 4 Penco Per
Ounco in London.

Ilnlllon Value of the American Do-
llar Reduced to a Trifle Over 43

Centa 'I'wfTect of the Wruknrii
of the Metal In Mexico.

London, Aug. 6. Dar silver made a
violent and sensational break Thursday,
falling one-ha-lf penny to 2.'t pence per
ounce. This is by far the lowest price
ever touched, and is the most rapid de-

cline recorded on the London market
since the last week of June, 1803, when
the Indian government decided to close
the Indian mints to free silver coinage,
and when holders of bullion according-
ly threw their silver on the market
without regard to price. On the news
silver bullion fell in London from 37
pence per ounce to a price below 30, but
it rallied sharply later.

DouUta Wolcott'a Succeaa.
The Times in its financial comments

admits its inability to explain the per-
sistent weakness of silver, but thinks
it is due, perhaps, to a well-grounde- d

belief that the results of the American
bimetallic commission, headed by Sen-

ator Wolcott, nre not likely to prove
satisfactory to silverites here and in
the United States.

Heavy Decline In Nevr York.
New York, Aug. 6. The New York

price fell to 55 cents bid, a break of
14 cents an ounce from Wednesdaj'
and of 4 V4 cents within a month. At
this price the bullion value of the sil-

ver dollar is a trifle more than 43 cents
London dispatches ascribed the great
weakness in silver to liquidation by
New York holders of the metal.

KITeet In Mexico.
City of Mexico, Aug. 6. The drop in

silver sent exchange on New York to its
highest point (132) after banking hours.
Merchants have largely canceled for-
eign orders and will await something
like permanency in exchange. The gov-
ernment is making all its estimates
based on even lower prices for silver.
The leading bankers are not dismayed
and continue to predict a reaction, al-

though not until lower prices have been
reached. There is undoubtedly much
apprehensive feeling, especially as to
the rapidity with which exchange has
risen without precedent. One of the
bankers declares the United States will
have to take the initiative in bringing
about a solution of the silver question.

Muat Walt.
London, Aug. 7. The British govern-

ment has informed the American bi-

metallic commission that it will prob-
ably reply to the proposals of the com-
missioners on behalf of the United
States in October. The commissioners
have been awaiting in London since
their conference with the cabinet, and
desiring to know the exact position of
England before opening up negotia-
tions with other governments, they
wrote to the cabinet. Inquiring when
they might expect a decision, as they
were anxious to arrange their future
programme. Friday Senator Wolcott
received a reply from Sir Michael Ilicks-Deac- h,

chancellor of the exchequer, in
the course of which the chancellor ex-

pressed fear that the Dritish govern-
ment was not yet in a position to re-
ply to the proposals of the envoys of the
United States nnd the French ambas-
sador on the question of an internation-
al agreement. Sir Michael Hicks-Beac- h

said It was due both to the importance
of the subject and the manner in which
it has been brought before the English
ministry by the representatives of the
two countries that these proposals
should be very carefully considered;
.and this process must be somewhat pro-
longed, owing to the time necessarily
occupied in communicating with the
government of India. The chancellor
of the exchequer adds that he cannot
say with certainty how long these com-
munications will take, but he hopes the
cabinet will be ready to meet the en-

voys again early in October.
Not DlacotirnKed.

While this postponement of Eng-
land's decision delays the work, the
American envoys do not consider it dis-
couraging. On the contrary, they think
Great Britain's interest in the question
justifies them In expecting that the In-
dian mints will be opened. They be-

lieve that the Times, in opposing the
reopening of the Indian mints, does not
represent the government, but rather
the city financial circles, which are op-
posed to any chnnge. The report made
to the government from the mint is
understood to be favorable to silver.

Deadly Heat at Da I In a.
Dallas, Tex., Aug. 6. At two o'clock

Thursday afternoon the government
thermometer recorded the extraordi-
nary temperature of 108, surpassing all
previous heat records. Business was
paralyzed and men nnd horses gasped
for breath. The heat is the most ter-
rible ever felt In Texas and is killing
vegetation as if struck by lightning.

A lloat of Cold Seekera.
San Francisco, Aug. 7. Three thou-

sand men and women have gone to the
Klondyke since the Excelsior, on July
14. brought down the news of wonder-
ful strikes there and the $750,000 which
has set n gold-hungr- y world crazy. Of
thcue 1,097 have sailed from this port
and a few more than 2,000 from Seattle.

Low Itnte for Veternna.
Chicago, Aug. 6. The Great Western

road announces a rat? from St. Paul nnd
Minneapolis of one cent a mile to the
grand army encampment at Buffalo.
All other roads in the territory of the
Western Passenger association will un-
doubtedly make the same rate.

I'vraldent Will Attend Itennlnn.
Troy, N. V., Aug. 3. A special dis-

patch from Secretary J. Addison Por-
ter to the Troy Press states that Presi-
dent McKinley has accepted the invita-
tion to attend the reunion of the Soci-
ety of the Army of the Potomac ntTroy,
Anguct 20.

Umnnit Vice I'realdent of n llnnk.
KIdora, la., Aug. 5. Directors of the

Hardin county bank have just elected
Mrs. Alice D. Hubbard, of Marshall,
Mich., their vice president.

PAW PAW, I MICHIGAN.

Borneo is no country for a lawyer.
Bomc traveler has reported that this
people not being up to civilized ways,
settles all its serious disputes in this
fashion: The two litigant nre each
given a little lumpof 6alt of the same
size to drop simultaneously into water.
The one whose lump first dissolves is
deemed to be !n the wrong.

When the late Theodore Havemcyer
died an insurance company sent his
heirs, within live days a check for 8150,-00- 0,

probably the largest single
amount paid by an insurance company
on the life of one man. Mr. Havemeyer
had been insured at the age of 54, a
ilittle more than four years before his
death, and he had paid in premiums
$33,2:0.

j

In some of the great department
stores of Paris there is in operation
for the convenience of customers a
moving staircase in the shap3 of an
endless leather belt transferring them
from one story to another. It is called
a transporting carpet. Endless belts
of canvas have been used for some time
for conveying packages from one part
of a store to another.

About $70,000 a year have been saved
by the state of Virginia through a re-

form in regulating criminal expenses.
One change which results in a large
saving is that which provides that con-
victs sentenced to the penitentiary
shall be sent for by the authorities of
that institution, rather than escorted
to it by sheriffs or police in the vari-
ous counties and cities.

There is only one naval power of
the first rank Great Britain. The
French navy is barely half as strong,
and France must consequently be
classified as a sea power of the second
rank. As none of the other naval
powers is equal to France, they are
placed in the third class, which in-

cludes Russia, the United States, the
Japanese, the Italian and the German
fleets.

The breeding of eels is a mystery.
Nobody ever saw any of their eggs.
The ancients used to have a notion
that eels were developed from horse-
hairs. Another theory was that they
were the progeny of a kind of beetle.
It is now known that they roust spawn
in the ocean. Eels put into land-loc- k

ed ponds do not breed; they must gc
to the sea in order to propagate their
species.

India has 2,035 towns with an ag-
gregate population of 27,251,170, about
one-tent- h of the total population. Of
these towns 28 have over 100,000 inhab-
itants, 4S more over 50,000, and 550
more over 10,000. 'J he largest are
Bombay, 821,704: Calcutta, 771,144;
Madras, 452.518; Hyderabad, 415,03'.);
Lucknow, 273,023; Benares, 2i'J,4G7;
Delhi, 102,57i); Mandaiay, lS8,815;Cawn-pore- ,

1S8.712; Bangalore, 180,300; Han-goo- n,

183,324; Lahore, 170,854; Allaha-
bad, 175,24a

Miss Agnes Weston, known in Eng-
land as "the mother of British blue-
jackets," has done more for the uplift-
ing of the English sailor than any oth-
er woman, bhe has established many
"rests," and during the 30 years of her
labor has done much for the cause of
temperance among the tars. Her tem-
perance magazine, Ashore and Afloat,
has met with such flattering success
that the United States authorities have
especially requested her to mail the
magazine to American warships.

Brussels is this summer the scat of
a series of congresses dealing with
questions concerning the laboring
classes. They will be held from July
to the end of September. The first,
held at the beginning of the month,
was on "Sunday Best." It is to be fol-
lowed by others oa "Cheap Dwellings,"
on the "Accidents of Labor," and on
the international protection of work-
ers in mines and factories. Th3 sixth
international congress against alco-
holism will also miet in Brussels at
the end of August.

Miss Lillian Small, of Cape Cod,
Mass., has a singular profession. She
lives in a small cottage under the
shadows of the big Highland light,
and there she spends her time looking
through tho telescope for passing ships
and telegraphing the news to Boston.
She leads a lonely life, often for days
seeing no one but the families of tho
lighthouse keepers. She lias a wheel
and a rifle for companions, and is said
to find amusement in coasting and in
shooting wild duck and such game as
the country affords.

Judge Welliiousk is called the ap-
ple king of the world. His orchards,
in Kansas, consist of 1,C3) acres, con-
taining 100,000 apple trees, and are lo-

cated in the counties of Leavenworth,
Miami and ()age. In thirteen
he has picked over 400.000 bushels of
apples, and whenever hs has a littlo
money to spare he buys a little more
land and ssts out some more apple
trees. Growing apple trees is his pas-
sion, just as gambling is the passion
of some men and raising fast horses
the passion of others

The uncertain amount of phosphor-
us contained in American mild steel,
rauging from 0.0 to 0.15 per cent,
militates seriously against its use by
English manufacturers, who would
give it a far more cordial reception f
the phosphorus could be kept below
8 per cent. Large wire firms who have
bought large quantics of American
steel have, on account of this irregu-
larity, declined to place further orders,
though offered very favorable terms, as
while American wire may be well suited
for fencing and barbed wire industries,
high quality English wire demands a
more homogeneous material.

Wedillni; Tarty at Cincinnati llrokeu
L'n During a llevel.

Cincinnati, Aug. 6. Otto Adler kept
an all-nig- ht restaurant In the lower
story of the house in which three men
and one woman perished Thursday
morning. There were 17 men and
women in one room In the second story
of this house. The occupants of the
building refuse all information. None
of the dead were burned. They were
suffocated by smoke from the fire in ad-

jacent rooms. The only exit for escape
was blocked by a bathtub set upon end
at the head of the stairwaj'. The smoke
came from an adjacent room where the
fire was soon extinguished. It seems
that it was a wedding frolic, in which
Guth, one of the dead men, was the
bridegroom, and the daughter of Land-
lord Adler was the bride. Still there is
some doubt about who was the bride, as
there is about nearly all particulars in
the case. The celebrants of the wedding
used beer nnd cigarettes very freely and
it is now supposed cigarettes started
the fire and that beer caused the
somnolence, which, with the up-end- ed

bathtub, were indirect causes of so
much fatality. It seems that while
four out of the 17 in the room were suf-
focated fatally, the other 13 suffered
but slightly.

CSreeee nt Turkey Mercy.
London, Aug. 7. The Athens corre-r.ponde- nt

of the Daily Telegraph as-

serts that the frontier line upon which
the powers have agreed gives the Turks
possession of the height situated on
the right bank of the river Salambria,
west of CJunitzn, nnd also of the defiles
of Knlamkas and Xeriai, thus render-
ing the defense of Lnrissa and the
Salambria valley forever impossible to
the Greeks. The correspondent says
that this line places Greece completely
at the mercy of Turkey.

Monnnirnt to (ten. Klrby Smith.
Nashville, Tenn., Aug. 6. Last Tues-

day afternoon at Sewanee (university
of the south) a monument to Edmund
Kirby Smith, the last full general of
the confederate array, was unveiled.
Gen. Kirby Smith was a professor at
the university of the south from 1875
to 1S'.3, the year of his death, and this
monument was erected by alumni, pro-
fessors and his comrades in the army.
Addresses were delivered by IU. Bev.
Thomas F. Gallon

Four talrla Drowned.
Si&ourney, la., Aug. 5. Four girls

were drowned in Skunk river near Lan-
caster late Wednesday evening. Three
were the daughters of Pierce Pample,
aged 7, 12 and 16, and the other was
a Miss Adams. They were caught In the
current while wading.

Another Co m til nr.
Cincinnati, Aug. 6. It is stated here

unofficially, but on trustworthy au-
thority, that the combine of the manu-
facturers of wood-workin- g machinery
of the United States has become a fixed
fact within the lust few days.

Killed hy Muhtnlna.
Webster City, la., Aug. 3. Lightning

struck in 20 places inside the city lim-
its Monday morning during n severe
storm. Two children of John Luppus,
south of town, were instantly killed.

la a Soceeaa.
Jloston, Aug. 3. A sextuplex tele

graph wire was successfully operated
between here and New Haven, 200 miles,
three messages being sent over the wire
simultaneously.

Killed In n .Mine.
What Cheer, la., Aug. 5. Edward

Drown, a miner, was instantly killed
by a fall of slate.


